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1 Epiſt. Jonx ili Ver. 200 21. 


For if our Heart condenm us, God 


7s greater than our Heart, und 
wel. - knoweth all Things. its 10 5 0 


Bebel, if our Heart en le 


not, that have we Confidence . f 


wards God. 


. vp * . ”, 


W Place, as ir is in aud) 1 

A Places of Holy Scripture, to 
ea FEY bench the Conſcience: And 
4 by Conſcience we are to un- 
derſtand, that Faculty of the Mind, by 
which a Man judges of his own Actions; 
examining them by that Light, and com · 
| Paring them with choſe Laws and Princi- 


1 ples 


4 - 7 * = * 


"EE IOW 25 . 


— Fic & * 5 n, — 1 

pl ” 3 AY and Equity V. ' which he kads 
Itihis own Mind; and then, after ſuch Tryal 

1 ad Examination, pronouncing judicially 


upon them that they are Good, or that 


=-rhey are Evil; that they are Warrantable, 
or that they are not ſo. 

I the Words of the Tele] 800 I bn 
does, aſſert the Validity of chat Sentence, 
which a Man's Conſcience | pronoun s up- 
oft. his Actions; andbaſfurcs us, that from 


our 1 Alotkibg, or kbndemning 


ſuch and ſuch Things, we may rationally 
infet, that thoſo Things aredallow'd, 

condemud by God. If our Heare, ſays bn, 
condenm us, God is greater than 'our Heart, 
and knoweth all Things : And again, If our 
Heart condemn 1s not, than have. We. Con- 


nceitowards God. 
Om Aebi gupon chele v ben 


9 


11 1C ©. i 
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1 Enguick into the Grotinſh oof Far is 
here alerted in the Text. ; Ad then, 


1 * 114: — b 


I. After havifle' e "AR Aſſerti- 
on, 1 fhall lay't before you lone Con- 


ſiderations upon ir, 
Now 


i : - {1 
N 7 1 


TY WW nn” YJ 
# 
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Now: to me it is very: plain, that this 
Aſſertion of St. John is grounded upon theſe 
e ol ofttions. J nt 
y Thar, God in n the Actions 
of . will proceed According to ſuch 
Laws, as Men may well be prefunyid to be 
acquainted, wich. 45 ac! 20 

2aly, That Men, in judging of their 
own Actions, are directed by ſuch Prin- 
ciples as they believe in theie Conſciences 
to be a Law to them. And, | 

3 Aly, That that Judgment, or Sentence, 
which the Conſcience pronounces upon our 
Actions, is no more than a juſt and regular 
Concluſion from theſe Principles. 


The firſt of theſe eg (dg, 


a 


Reaſon and Shy 7 
From Reaſon it may well be e 
ſince nothing can be more contrary to tis 
Notions we have of a Wile, and Jult;: 
and Gracious Governour, than to imagine 


that he will try and condemn the Actions 
of 


—_ 


— 


e 


—— rr Woo oa. a <2 7 arms . 
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of his Subjects, by a Law which they are 


utterly unacquainted with; and which, con- 


ſequently, can be no Rule to them. He 


that ſhould go about to govern Men at 
this Rate, could not poſſibly expect to be 
obeyed by his Subjects; and, conſequently, 


could not be ſuppos d to govern with any 


wiſe Purpoſe and Deſign. 
Obedience is the Conformity of a Man's 
Actions, to ſome Law, or Rule, or Com- 
mand. But a Law muſt be known and 
underſtood, before a Man can conform 
himſelf to it. And therefore, conſequent- 
ly, where a Law is not known and un- 


derſtood, there can be no Obedience, pro- 


perly ſo called. 

If therefore God ſhould judge Men, not 
according to thoſe Laws which he has re- 
veal d to us, but according to ſome ſecret 


Law which we are altogether unacquainted 


with, it is plain, that a Man's Conſcience 


would then be fo far from being a ſure 


Guide to him, that indeed it would be a 
mere Snare; and the cleareſt Determinati— 
ons of his Reaſon, would be but a kind 


of 


re 
a” 


13 7 * 
4 falſe Light, and ſerve _ to bewilder 


him. 

But if this be ſuch a way of judgi 
Men, as we ſhould think highly Un lt a 
Tyrannical in any earthly Governour; God 


forbid that we ſhould ſuſpect, that ha great 


King of Heaven and Earth, who is infi- 
nitely Wiſe, and Juſt, and Good, ſhould 


deal fry us after this manner. 


Bur 2dly, This Suppoſition, chat God, in 


udging of the Actions of Men, will pro- 
. to ſuch Laws as Men are AC- 
uainted with, has alſo a very good Founs 
Gen in Scripture. 
For the Scripture is che Wan of 
God's Will; and the Promiſes of eternal 


Salvation, are made ta thoſe who ſhall obey 
that Will of God, which is reveal'd unto. 


Men. Our Bleſſed Saviour therefore, 


when the Ruler in che Goſpel | pus this 
Queſtion to/him, — Good Maſter, what faall 
I do that I may inherit eternal Life? Makes 


this reply to him; — Thou knoweft the Com- 
mandments. (Mark x. 17: 19.) As much 
as to ſay, that the Knowledge of Gods Com- 


mandments is à ſufficient Direction 15 
e 


ng 


rley are winhout Excu e. 


Again; this Suppoſitiong\char God 7” 


according 
quainted with, is valſo very. agreeable to 
that: Notion, which the Scripture gives us 
St. Juhn, con- 


* Sin, tranſgreſſeth the far hin 


(8) 


the Attainmetit of eterhab Liſe. But now 
it is plain, that if God ſhould judge Mien 
W >) y ahy other Law which the y know; noting, 


4 the Knowledg e we haewof God's Com 
n cou d be no/ ſufficient Direc- 
nom to us, 1 glut blood ow 36 bidet 
In the fir Chapter to the . St. 
Pani tells us; that the M rath of Godisrevealt 
The Wrath of God is 'reweal'd, ſays he, from 
Heawen againſt all: Ungadlineſs, ok Unng hte 
ouſne ſs of Mew, auho hold rhie Truth in L 
ouſur ſo. Becauſe; Hat abhich may le unbum 
of God, ismanifeſtinthem; for Godihath fhewed 
it unto them. For the inwiſille Things of hi 


fromithe Creation of the World.are clearly ſden, 
being under food (by: 


'the Things: that. are made) 
eben his eterhal Poder and Godhead ; you 
8 . 1 8, 


130! TY; . 1. if 


cc): 


judging the Actions of Men will proceed 
to ſuch Laws as Men are ac- 


of Sin. WWhoſoever, lays 


is 


* — 


Th) 


I. the Trad ſeo on of \ the Ei. (1 Epiſt: 


John, chap. in. ver. 4.) 
Nowy the Law which St. John does here 


ſpeak of, ruſt be ſome Law which we ite, 
or, at leaſt; which we might and ould be | 


acquairited with; for otherwife the Tranf- 
greſſion of it ale be no Sin.” And there-' 
Bits St. Paul tells us that, in che Day When 
God fliall judge the Wollt by Jeſus Chriſt, 
as many 35 have ſinned itt the Law, wall be 
judged by the Law z bur tfiöſe Which Have 
not the Law, (Which was the Caſe of 
the Gentiles) ele having not the La 
are a Law unto themſelves} that 18, the 
are under rhe Direction of that Law of Na 
ture, Which is Written in their Herts 
and, if they are obedient to this Law, they” 
do all that ein reaſonably be expected from 
them; and this therefore is tlie Lau Which” 
they Will be judg d by. (Rom, Bord bu Mt 
You fe wer dar whit bear Neiße 
and good Authority, to Hye that” pg 
judging the Actions af Men, God wilPp — 


ceed according to ſuch Laws E Metr 15 
CHT 


ae Witz, And: "his 


* one Principal Ground f i 
B 


tion 
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tion in the Text. I F our Heart condemns. 
us, God is greater than our Heart, and knoweth- 
all Things. But, if our Heart condemm us not, 
than have we Confidence towards God. 


For if we are acquainted with thoſe. 


Laws by which God will proceed in Judg- 
ment upon the Actions of Men; then we. 
muſt certainly know whether we have 
lived in any tolerable Conformity to theſe; 
Lawsor no. And if we groundour Hopes, 
or our Fears, upon a Conſciouſneſs of ha- 
ving either obey d or diſobey d thoſe Laws, 
according to which God will proceed in 
Judgment upon us; we have a great deal of 


Reaſon to conſider them as the ſure Preſages 


of God's Favour or Diſpleaſure towards us: 


clpecially, if we admit of what I laid down, 


in the ſecond Place, as a farther Ground 
of this Aſſertion in the Text, i e. that Men 
in judging of their own Actions, are di- 
rected too by ſuch Principles as they believe 
in their Conſciences to be a Law to them. 


Now that a Senſe of Guilt does imply, 


and pre- ſuppoſe a Senſe of Duty, is a 


Truth ſo plain and evident in the Nature 
and Reaſon of the Thing, that I ſhall not 


80 


- 


_ 


9 
4 wa * 4 f 
E ? 


go about to argue, but rather appeal to 
the Conſciences of Men upon this Point. 


Does not the Approbation or Condem- 


nation, Which a Man's Conſcience paſſes 
upon his Actions, plainly imply and ac- 
knowledge, as it were, theſe two Things? 
1, That there are ſome known and cer- 


tain Principles to direct and govern us in 


our Actions. And 240%, That we are in 4 


State of Liberty either to obey or to diſ- 


obey theſe Principles. 

The Knowledge of theſe Laws or Prin- 
ciples is that which gives us a Senſe of our 
Duty. And the Conſciouſneſs of our 
being at Liberty either to obey or diſobey, 
is that which is the ground of that Approba- 


tion or Condemnation which we paſs. 
upon our Actions. Since if we conceiv'd 


our ſelves to be under an abſolute Neceſſity 
of doing either Good, or Evil, our Con- 
ſcience could have no ground either to ap- 


plaud us when we do Good ; or to reproach: 


and condemn us when we do Evil. 


And this every Man that obſerves what 
paſſes in his own Mind upon theſe Oc- 
caſions, will eaſily make out to himſelf.” 


3.2 Let 


| * y Sos, _—_—— 


K 

Let. us ſee now what Reaſon. we have 
to conclude from hence. according. to the 
Apoſſle, that, If our Heart condemn. us, God 
ts; greater than aur Heart, and knoweth all 
Thimgs.. And that, if our Heart condemy 
us not, than Wh, have ae faardy 
God. 


Firſt then, it ewe "Sing 3 BO 


Ho Sins which a Man's Conſcience con- 
demns, are not Sins of involuntary. and 
unavoidablc Ignorance; but Sins againſt 
Knowledge, and Sins which we might have 
avoided if we would. For a Man's Con- 
ſcience, as I have already ſhewn, does ne- 
ver reproach or condemn him ſor doing 
that Which he could not help doing. 


Again; a Man that is palin bah 


upon * own Actions, is both natural! 
aud habitually apt to lay hold of every 
fayourable and extenuating Circumſtance ; 
and to make his utmoſt Advantages of every 
Thing that is pleadable upon the Caſe. 
And therefore it may alſo well be preſumed, 
that the Sins which a Man's own Con- 
ſcience . condemns were not committed 


thro' ſurprize or inadyertency, thro' the 
general 


(13) 
eneral and almoſt invincible Frailties of 
e e Nature; for then the Conſcience 
would not proceed to the Rigour of an 
ibſolute Condemnation; but would: ſpeak 
to us in a ſofter Tone, would admit d Ex- 
cuſe and Mitigation. | 
So that if our Heart e AR us, we 
have indeed 2 great deal of Reaſon to ap- 
prehend that God will do ſo too. For 
char ſure muſt be a very bad Cauſe which 
the Party himſelf, Nas ou intereſted. in 
the pow as cannot. chuſe but condemn. If 
our Heart condemn us, we have reaſon to 
fear, that God, who is greater than our Heart, 
who has a moſt abſolute Power over us, 
who knows all Things, and, conſequently, 


is perfectly acquainted with all our Actions, 


and in whoſe Eyes ſin is infinitely more 
odious than it can be in the Eyes of Men, 
will, ratify, that Sentence, which our Con- 
ſcience pronounces againſt us. 

And this is the rather to be believ d, be- 
cauſe this way, of dealing with Men is that 
which will moſt amply vindicate the Juſtice 
of, Almighty God. Since, if Men are con- 


victed 10 conderqned by. their own Hearts, 
before 


__ 2 — 
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(14 ) 
before they are condemn'd and puniſh'd by 
God; here will be a moſt undeniable Proof, 
and univerſal Atteſtation, that God does Judge 
the World in 1 IA 1059 

z4ly, But there is yet another Suppoſiti- 
on upon which I told you the Doctrine de- 
livered in the Text ſeems to me to be 
grounded. And that is, that That Judg- 
ment, or Sentence, Which a Man's Con- 
ſcience pronounces upon his Actions, is no 
more than a juſt and proper Concluſion 
from thoſe Principles which a Man believes 
in his Conſcience to be a Law to him. 

Forum Conſcientie is an Expreſſion we 
frequently meet with in Caſuiſtical Writers. 
And it is taken from the reſemblance there 
is betwixt the Form and Manner of Pro- 


ceedings in Courts of Civil Juſtice, and 


the Proceedings of a Man's Conſcience, in 
order to approve or condemn his own 
Actions. And indeed, they are ſo much 
alike, chat we may reaſonably Conjecture, 
that publick Courts of Juſtice were ori- 
ginally erected by civil Governors, as it 
were, upon the Model of this private 
Court of Conſcience. If we conſider the 

whole 


(1s) 
whole Operation of the Conſcience in 
this Matter, the parallel will be found to be 


very exact. ä 


For when a Man's 8 | tells. 


him, thou ſhalt not defraud or belye thy 
Neighbour; there his Conſcience is a Law. 
to him. When it tells him that, in ſuch 
and ſuch Inſtances, he has actually defraud- 


ed or belyed his Neighbour; there it is a 
Wir XESs. And when, upon this Evidence, 


ir condemns him as Guilty of a Breach, of 
this Law; there it is a JUDGE. | 
Now in ſuch a plain and regular way 
of Proceſs, it is hard to conceive that a 
Man ſhould paſs a wrong Judgment upon 
his Actions; eſpecially on the condemning 
ſide of the Queſtion. 5 # 
When St. John does aſſert the Validinp 
of that Sentence which a Man's Conſcience 
pronounces upon his Actions; and aſſures us, 
that, from our Conſciences approving or 
condemning ſuch and ſuch Things, we may 
rationally infer, that thoſe Things areallowid) 
or condemn'd by God; he ſuppoſes Men co 


45 roceed upon ſuch a clear and diſtinct Appre- 


enſion of Things, as may enable chem to 
8 pals 
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_ paſs a right Judgment upon their Actions 
For otherwiſe the Sentence they pronourice' 
will be, at the beſt, but a raſh and un- 


certain Judgment. And the Text is far 
from aſſerting the Validity of ſuch a Judg- 
ment. | co 

But admit, you will ſay, that a Man's 


Conſcience has a clear and diſtinct Per- 


ception of thoſe Things he is __ Judg- 
ment upon; may he therefore certainly 
conclude from hence, that the Judgment 
he pronounces is a right Judgment. 2 
Why truly, Ithink, he may certainly con- 


clude ſo; and I think ſo for this Reaſori. 


Becauſe, if a Man may be miſtaken in 
Things whereof he has a clear and dif- 
tint Apprehenſion, then he cannot poſ- 
ſibly be ſure that he is not always miſta- 
ken. For more than à clear and difs 


tinct Apprehenſion of Things we cannot 


poſſibly have in any Caſe. 

So that either this uſt be look d upon as a 
ſufficient Ground of Certainty, or elſe we 
fall inevitably into the wildeſt Scepticiſm, 
and may doubt of the very Foundations of 


Faith and Religion. 1 * 271 


Now 


r o 


22. 


Pele 


989 


89 a 
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Now this is not to aſſert ſimply. and 
abſolutely that the Conſcience cannot err; 
but chat it cannot err in Things where- 
of it has a clear and diſtinct Apprehen- 
ſion. And it is of Conſcience pronoun- 


cing upon our Actions from a clear and 
diſtinct Knowledge and Perception of 


Things that the Apoſtles does here aſſert, 
that, If our Heart condemm us, God is 


greater than our Heart, and knoweth all 
Things 5 and that, if our Heart condemnm us 


not, we have then Confidence towards God. 

Having thus enquir'd-into the Grounds 
of this Aſſertion in the Text, I proceed 
now to offer ſome Conſiderations upon it; 


If then our Conſcience is capable of paſ- 


ſing ſuch 'a Judgment upon our Actions, 
as we may fafely and prudently rely upon} 


we ought to look upon this Power or Fa- 
culty of the Mind, as one of the choiceſt 


of thoſe Gifts, which are deriv d to us from 
God the Father of Lights, (James i. 17.) 
We ought to conſider our Conſcience as 


the Source of all ſober and rational Satiſ- 
faction; as a faichful Prophet denouncing 
God's Judgments upon our Sins; that ſo, 


by 


: : 
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466: ©. 
by out ſpeedy and effectual Repentance, 

we may prevent: the Execution of his 
Wrath, and become proper Objects of his 
Mercy. We ought co think it Matter of 


the greateſt Importance to us, to have a due 


Care of our Conſcience, which is the imme- 

diate Rule of our Actions; that internal Eye, 
of which our Bleſſed Saviour has told us, 
that, If it be fingle, the whole Body will he 
full of Light; but, if it be Evil, the whole Body 
will be full of Darkneſs. (Matt. vi. 2, 23.) 


Now to take Care of our Conſcience is, 


in the firſt Place, to preſerve in our Minds 
2 Senſe of Conſcience; not to ſuffer a 
Light ſo ſacred, and ſo neceſſary for our 
Direction, to die and be extinct in us. 

If we loſe the Senſe of Conſcience, 
how ſhall we be able to avoid Sin, and to 
keep within the Lines of our Duty? Since 


it is Conſcience that inſtructs us in out 


Daty, and teaches us what Actions are 
agreeable, and what are contrary to it. 
If we loſe the Senſe of Conſcience, how 
| ſhould we repent of thoſe Sins which we 
have already committed? Since it is Re- 
morſe chat leads us to Repentance, and 1 

chere 


— 


2 0 2 W a 
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Cans 
there can be no Remorſe, where there is 
no Senſe of Conſcien e. 
In ſhort; I look upon the Caſe of a Man 


that has ſhaken Hands, as we ſay, with his 


Conſcience, that has ſtifled its Evidences, 
and filenc'd all its Admonitions and Re- 
monſtrances, to be the moſt deplorable 
Condition that one can poſſibly fall into 
on this ſide of the Grave. Tis the laſt, 
and the maſt deſperate Step that a Man 
makes towards eternal Damnation. 
Into this horrible State we are led, ff, 
by judging partially betwixt Right and 
Wrong. The weighty: and ſubſtantial 
Reaſons that are offered on the ſide of our 
Duty, are not heard with the ſame Atten- 
tion that we give to every falſe and trivial 
Argument that ſtrikes in with our corrupt 
Inclinations, and flatters us in the Courſe 
we are taking. We look ſuperficially up- 
on thoſe: Ptoofs and Obligations we are 
unwilling to ſubmit to; but, on the other 
ſide, we improve every ſpecious Appearance 
into Argument and Concluſion. A 
24ly,, A further Step towards loſing 
this Senſe of Conſcience, is the neglecting 
| C 2 to 
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to examine ſtrictly into the Nature of our 
Actions; forming to our ſelves a falſe and 


imaginary Security ſome other way. Thus 


a Man comes, perhaps, to Church; and 
there he is told, that he that is not in 
Charity with his Neighbour is no Chriſti- 
an. He is conſcious to himſelf that he 


lives in an open Breach of this Duty; 


but yet is unwilling to aſſent to that Con- 
cluſion which follows naturally upon this 
Principle; i. e. that he is no Chriſtian. 
Inſtead therefore of examining and reform- 
ing himſelf by this Principle; he draws 
up an Indemnity to himſelf, either from 


ſome general and confus d Notions of the 


Mercy of God; of the Merit of Chriſt's Suf- 
ferings; of the Power and Efficacy of Faith; 
or elſe perhaps from the Conceit of ſome 
Vertue in himſelf, which he imagines will 


compenſate for what is otherwiſe amiſs in 


him. And at this rate, a Man may rid 


himſelf of the cleareſt Judgment that his 
Conſcience can poſſibly make upon his 


AGions. 

_  3dly; In thoſe too the Senſe of Con- 
ſcience is in a fair way of being loſt and 
extin- 


(21) 


extinguiſh'd; who, tho they do nor-poſi- 
tively reject the Evidences of Truth, yer 
reſolve however to pay no Regard to them; 
bur turn their Heads quite another way, 
and fix their Thoughts upon other Objects; 
follow the natural Bent of their Inclinati- 
ons, and wilfully reſolve to run the riſque 
of ſinning. ein a0 

Thus by Degrees the Senſe of Con- 
ſcience is firſt neglected, and then ſuper- 
ſeded, and then over- ruled; till, at length, 
after much grieving and reſiſting the good 
Spirit of God, the Light that is in us be- 
comes Darkneſs; and, oh! how great is that 
Darkneſs! 

To preſerve us from falling into this 
wretched State, we ſhould reſolve never to 
do any Thing which our Conſcience does 
expreſsly diſallow and formally condemn. 
We ſhould pay a deference to all the Re- 
monſtrances of our Conſcience, and con- 
ſider it as preſiding in God's Stead, he- 
ther it be to direct, or to reprove, or to 
condemn us. | | 

The leaſt Doubt or Scruple, the leaſt 
Apprehenſion or Miſgiving of our Con- 
ſcience 


( 22) 

ſcience ſhould put a Reſtraint and:Suſpenleſiyy x 
upon our Actions; till; after a ſtrict and Nhe 
ſerious Examination of Things and Cir- iv. 
cumſtances, we are thoroughly perſuaded / 
that we proceed upon good Grounds. I ſcier 
2dly, Another Care incumbent upon us bar 
with regard to our Conſcience, is the Careſand 
of informing our Conſcience. . For it isſinſtr 
impoſſible that the Conſcience ſhould per- pe k 
form all its Offices regularly, and as it ought U 
to do, if it is not competently inlightenedfihece! 
and inſtructed. It is impoſſible that it Care 
ſhould pals a right and certain Judgmem Put) 
upon our Actions, if it is not inform 'dſtent 
what it is that renders an Action eitherft, n 
Good or Evil; if it has not ſome propei N 
Teſts to judge of Truth and Falſehood, oPuty 
Good and Evil, of Right and Wrong. har 
heſides; for want of having our Con · Puty 
ſcience well inſtructed, we ſhall be liable heref 
to be deceived by falſe Teachers; to beſo ea 
manag d and practis d upon by Men offipon 
crooked and ſiniſter Ends and Deſigns Pa 
exactly in the Caſe which St. Paul warnghrmoi 
us of; Like Children toſs'd to and fro, anuſtandi 
carried about with every Wind of n Ind 
11 erly 


= 


(23) 
enſe hy the fg br of "Men, and cuming Crafiineſs, Wo 
and whereby _ is in wait 2 deceive. ( Open 
Cu-fliv. 14. 
aded Again; 45 r of a Man's Cond 
| ſcience will be apt too to perplex and em 
n usfflbarraſs him with a Multitude of Doubts 
Careſand Scruples, with which a Man tolerably 
it isſinſtructed in his Duty, could not ee 
per- pe kept in any long and painful ſul; 
an Upon all theſe Accounts, it is aloe 
enedfineceſſary, that we ſhould take all poſſible 
at iti Care that our Conſcience be inform'd of our 
mem Duty; that it ſhould know the juſt Ex- 
rm dent and Compals of it, neither aking to 
that, nor diminiſhing from it. 
ropei Now, in order to the knowing for 
d, offPuty, it is neceſſary that we ſhould know 
g. bar which is the ſupream Rule of our 
Con- Duty, and that is the Will of God. And 
liableſherefore it is chat the Holy Pſalmiſt does 
to beſo earneſtly apply nme to Meditation 
en Offipon God's Laus; therefore it is that St. 
igns paul does exhort the Epheſians, to uſe their 
Warngtmoſt Endeavours to be a right wlll 
, anuſtanding of God's Will, | 
trim Indeed the Conſcience; ſtrictly and pros 


byperly ſpeaking, cannot be ſubje& to any 
Rule 


(240 


Rule or Law, except it be to God's Will; 
according to that of St. James, Ihere is one 
Lau- giver, who is able to ſave, and to de- 
ſtroy. (James iv. 12.) That is, ſince there 
is none but God that can ſave and deſtroy, 
it is plain there is none but God that can 
give Law to the Conſcience. It being ab- 
ſurd to ſuppoſe a Power of enacting Laws, 
where there is no Power of taking Cog- 
nizance of the Breach or Obſervance of 
them, of puniſhing thoſe that  tranſgreſs 
and of rewarding thoſe that obey them. Hz 
therefore that trieth the very Heart an- 
Reins, he that ſees all the Secrets, an 
knows all the Imaginations of the Heart 
he is the only one that can exerciſe an 
Power, or Juriſdiction over the Conſcience 
However, as God has commanded al 
Men not only to obey him, but has alc 
commanded Children to obey their Parents 
and Servants to obey their Maſters, an 
Subjects to obey, their Sovereigns ; it | 
plain, that the Will of Parents, of Maſte 
and of Governors, is ſo far a Rule, and 
Law to us, that in Things not contra 
to, or inconſiſtent with the Will of Goc 
we are bound in Conſcience to obey the 
| An 
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And that becauſe it is the Will of G6d: that, 


where he has not reſtrain d and oblig'd us by 


any expreſs Law or Command of his own ; we 


ſhould yield our ſelves ſubject to their Will, ö 


to whom he has given Authority over us. 
24dhy, As it is neceſſary we ſhould inform 
our Conſcience what is the Rule of our Duty, 


upon our Actions; fo, to give us a juſt No- 
tion of Things, we ought alſo to know how 
far the Circumſtances of Things may contri- 
bute to make an Action either good or bad. 
— But this I have not Time to explain and 
exemplify as the Matter deſerves. 

am perſwaded however, and I dare ven- 
ture to aſſure you, that if any Man ſhall hearti⸗ 
ly apply himſelf to this important Care and 
Duty of inſtructing his Conſcience, he will 
not be at a Loſs for any neceſſary or very 
uſeful Helps and Inſtructions. | 


But there are a ſort of People that do per- 


fectly put their Truſt in their Ignorauce; as if 


Heaven vere the Paradiſe of Fools. And the 


Reaſon gf this is, that they look upon Igno- 
rance as a good Plea and Excuſe in the Sight of 
God. Whereas, properly ſpeaking, it is not 
Ignorance that excuſes any Man; but * 

. 


—— 


that it may be able to paſs 4 right Judgtrient | 
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(26) 
his being in an utter Incapacity of knowing of 


that which he is ignorant of. And few, I N 


i; 
: l 
1 
HEEL: 


doubt, have this to plead. | 
za, Another Care we ought to take of 15 
our Conſcience is, to confirm and eſtabliſh 10 
it by a ſincere Love of all divine Truth. When al 
we can reflect upon God's Laws, and meditate ce 
upon his holy Word, with ſuch a Compla- * 
cency and Satisfaction, as the Eſalmiſt ex- Feet 
preſles in ſeveral of his Pſalms; then we may th, 


look upon our ſelves ro be Rooted and built 
up in him, andeſtabliſhed in the Faith; as St. * 
Paul obs (Col. ii. 7.) The 119th Pſalm is 


full of this Love and Admiration of the divine a6 
Truth. Thy Teſtimonies, ſays the devout King, | Jul 
are my Delight, and my Counſellors. I have re- bet 


Dod in the way of thy Teflimonies, as much || T. 
4 in all Riches. Thou art my Portion, O Lord; 
| | how | ſweet are thy Words unto my taſte Na, M3 
HH ſweeter than Honey unto my Mouth. Through fold 


admire God's Laws, will naturally give him whi 
an 


7 | | thy Precepts I get Underſtanding, therefore I Ap 
IH hate every evil way. mo 
I This great Advantage and Security does Cha 
ever accompany the ſincere Love of the divine sen 
Truth, char the fame Purity of Heart which © 
Wl} diſpoſcs a Man to Love, and approve, and | ©, 
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an Abhorrence of every thing chat is ſinful, 


Now this Love of God's Truth we ſhall eaſi- 
ly derive from a ſincere Love of God. For, 
it we truly love God, we cannot chuſe but 
love that Truth which is his Creation 
which teaches us how we may become ac- 
ceptable unto him; and is that Star by which 
we ſteer our Courſe to that exquiſite and 
everlaſting Felicity, which he has prepared for 
them that Love him. (1 Cor. ii. 2.) 
4thly, Bur beſides the Care we ought to 
rake to preſerve the Senſe of Conſcience; and 
to inſtruct our Conſcience; and to confirm 


and eſtabliſh it by a ſincere Love of Truth and 


joe there is yet another Care incum- 
ent upon us; and that is to compoſe the 
Troubles and Agitations of the Conſcience. 
Now the Trouble and Diſorder that a 
Man feels in his Conſcience, proceeds cither 
from the Remorſe, or from the Fears and 
Apprehenſions of the Conſcience. The Re- 
morſe of Conſcience is, that ſelf- accuſing 
Shame and Sorrow which proceeds from a 
Senſe of Guile. But the Fears and Appre- 
henſions of the Conſcience proceed from the 
Conſideration of ſome ill Conſequences 
which this Guilt is likely to be attended 
D 2 with ; 
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with; and from reflecting upon that Puniſh- 
ment which God has denounc'd againſt Sin; 


Whena Man's Conſcience looks upon theſe 


Conſequences as unavoidable, he falls into 
Deſpair. | But when it conſiders them as 
only probable and likely to happen, there a 
Man does not Deſpair, but Fear. And where 
there is this Fear, there is always ſome Hope. 

The Remorſe of Conſcience, tho it is full 
of Grief and Bitterneſs, and puts the Mind 
into Trouble and Diſorder, yet, in the main, 
it is ſalutary and advantageous to us; it 
gives us that Godly, Sorrow, and that hearty 


Repentance, which are ſo neceſſary to recon- 


cile us to God. So that, as to thoſe Trou- 
bles and Diſerders of the Mind which pro- 
ceed from Remorſe; the only ſafe and laws 
ful way to fer a Man at eaſe, as to them, is 
to forbear ſinning. For when a Man has 
ſinned, the Troubles of a relenting Con- 
ſcience; are Troubles which a wiſe Man would 
wiſh for; they are Symptoms of Grace, they 
are thoſe Sacrifices of | a broken and à contrite 
Heart, which will always be acceptable un- 
to God, thro” the Mexits and Mediation of 


his beloved Son. ier (#3 kr. 


A . (29) 
h- But now, as to thoſe Troubles and Agi- 
in: tations of the Mind, which proceed from 
eſe || che Fears and Ill bodings of the Conſcience, 
nto from theſe we ought to endeavour to free 
our ſelves. | 

But how 2 Not by ſtifling theſe Appre- 
henſions, not by deſpiſing thaſe ' dreadful 
Evils, which are the Objects of our Fear; 
(for this would be to fall into a moſt dange- 
tous and preſumptuous Security,) but by im- 
ploring the Grace and Mercy of God, with 2 
lively Faith, and a ſincere Repentance; look- 
ing upon this as a certain (and the only cer- 
ain) means of reſtoring us to God's Favour. 
When a Man is conſcious to himſelf 


aw in this behalf; he may and ought to reſt fa» 
„ is | tisfied, that he has made his Peace with God, 
has that he is the Object of God's Love and 
on- Favour, that he has a Right and Intereſt in 
»uld God's Promiles, that he is in a State of Grace 
they and Salvation, that he is regenerate and 
trite Þ juſtified, and has obtained the Remiſſion of 
un- bis Sins. For all theſe great Advantages are 
of obtainable thro a lively Faith, and a ſincere 
I Kepentance, and Amendment of Life. Thus 

the Fears, and Troubles, and Inquietudes of 


But che 


that he has done what God requires of him 


(30) | 
the Conſcience are happily compos'd ; thus 
is the wounded Spirit healed, and the trem. 
bling Sinner inſpir'd with Confidence towards 
God, . e 

And when we have this Confidence toward; 
_ God; not lightly taken up, but ſafely ground- 
ed, and well eſtabliſned in us; we have that 
which is the Foundation of all true Great- 
neſs of Mind; the Principle of a plain and 
honeſt Freedom of Speech and Behaviour ni 
towards Men; a Peace and Happineſs offffion 
Soul which no Power upon Earth can de-. 
prive us of; a Fellowſhip with the Holy 
Ghoſt; anda ſure Pledge of Immortal Glory. np 

And now, my 7 how ealy is the 
Tranſition from a Diſcourſe upon this Sub- 
ject to the Character of our late excellent 
Brother departed this Life! os 
Could I repreſent him to you ſuch as he 
really was, ſuch as we knew him to be, in Mord 
in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, 
in Parity; this would be the juſteſt Praiſe, 
and this che higheſt Encomium that could 
be given to him. 494 4 

For when a Diſpoſition prone to every 
Thing that is good, when an excellent Na- 
ture 15 improved by the Grace of God; ws uable 

Cha- 


(319 
haracter of ſuch a Man is ſo finiſh'd and 
ompleat, chat to attempt to heighten it 
ould be exceedingly in vain. We may ſay 
f ſuch a Perſon,” (and ſuch was the Perſon 
am ſpeaking of,) which of you, by taking 


Fought, can add one Cubit unto his Stature? 


He was liberally deſcended from an anci- 
t and worthy Family in che North of Exg- 
nd. And had a liberal Education in the 
niverſity of Oxford, and preſerv'd his Re- 
tion to that Noble Seat of Learning to his 


Ping Day. 13 


In Magdalen College, upon which great and 
pple Foundation he was planted, he enjoy d 
Fellowſhip for many Years; and was to 
at Society a ſhining Light, an Ornament, an 
ample, and a very conſiderable Benefactor. 
When his Fortune ſeem'd to have removed 


from the Univerſity, he ſtill retained 


Affection for the Place; and loved, from 


1e to time, to reſort to it. Becauſe there 
was always ſure to find, what he molt 
ght for in this World, ſome excellent 


Pportunity of doing Good. 


He was qualified, in a moſt uncommon 
nner, to promote all the great and moſt 
uable Ends of Society. The natural 

| Sweet- 
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underſtand, a Man that one might alwaj 


to hide, or diſſemble, or diſguiſe; and 


(392) 


Sweetneſs of his Temper, thePoliteneſs of hiſ 


Manners, the Eaſineſs of his Addreſs, and 
above all, the great Reputation of his Inte 
grity {eem'd to put it in his Power to mak 
what. Impreſſions he would upon the Mind 
and Affections of Men. | 
He was a Man that one might alway 


converſe with clearly, and upon fair Terms 
For he was always intent upon the Trut 
and Reaſon of Things. He had nothin 


could have no need of any Inſincerities; c 


any poor Reſerves, and little Management 


and wretched Prevarications ; but ſtood al 
ways firm, and open, and reſolved in wh 
appeared to him to be Right. 

Thoſe who were, in any Degree, 2 
quainted with his more private Life, mig 
eaſily judge how much his Religions abſtrad 
ing himſelf from the World in his priva 
Devotions, how much his drawing near 
to God, as the Pſalmiſ} ſpeaks, his conſta 


exerciſing himſelf in the Rules and Habi 


of a Chriſtian Life, muſt have contribute 
to that admirable frame and temper of Mini 
which was ſo remarkable in him. 
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As he ſpent the beſt Part of his Life in the 


Family of a Noble EA RTL, deceas'd nor long 


ago, but ever Memorable, ever Honourable in 
this County for his Piety, for his Charity, for 
every Quality that could recommend and en- 
dear him to Mankind; the many great and 
eminent, but (as the World goes) ſcarce imi- 
table Vertues of this illuſtrious Perſonage, 
cannot but reflect ſome Luſtre upon the 
Character of our deceas d Brother 
And it can by no means detract from the 
glorious Character of that Great and Excel- 
Jent Perſon, to ſay that even to have been in- 
ſtrumental and ſubſervient to him in Works of 
Charity and Beneficence, is Praiſe-worthy, and 
of good Report among Men. | 
So many living Witneſſes, and ſuch Monu- 
ments of his Goodneſs, has this Noble Lo R 
left behind him, that the Reputation of his 
Great and Eminent Vertues can ſuffer no Di- 
minution, in this Place eſpecially; and I am 
ſure Jam very far from intending any. 
The Genius of this Honourable Family 
was viſible here, and- dwelt; J might ſay, 
among you for many Years. While 4 Siſter 
of this Noble Earl (the Lady Coventry) had 
her Abode in the Neighbouring City, poſ- 


| (34 ) 
ſeſs d of an ample Revenue, but acted by a 
Soul ſuperior to her Fortune, ſhe reduced het 
ſelf to the bare Conveniencies of Life, to 
ſupply the Wants and Neceſſities of the Poor, 
the Unfortunate, and the Diſtreſſed. 
One cannot, from any one Action of his 
Life, form a greater Idea of the late Earl of 
THAN ET, than from his chuſing to have al- 
ways before his Eyes a Perſon of ſuch a ſtrict 
Vertue, of ſuch an unblameable Convyerſati- 
on, of ſuch an exemplary Behaviour, of 
ſuch a truly Chriſtian Piety as our dear Bro- 
ther was. 4 112 
The uſe he made of him in his moſt im- 

portant Concerns was ſuitable to the Cha- 
rater and Capacities of the Man : To pre- 
ſerve and eſtabliſh a truly Chriſtian ¶ cono- 
my in his Family. To aſſiſt him in every 
wiſe and honourable Purpoſe. To ſuggeſt 
to him the beſt Means and Methods of do- 
ing Good to Mankind; and of promoting 
the Glory of God, by mending the World a- 
bout him. To infuſe into the Minds of his 
Children, the Principles of Honour, and Vir- 
tue, and Religion. Principles becoming their 
high Rank and Condition in this World, and 
their ſtill higher Pretenſions in their Regene- 
rate and Chriſtian State. Th In 


CM 


In all theſe Pointsour good Brother apply d 


himſelf with a moſt extraordinary Aſſiduity, 
and Diſcretion, and Addreſs; 


and ſettled the 
main Concerns of this Noble Family very 


much to the Satisfaction of his great Patron, 


and always with the juſteſt Regard to his 


Honour and Reputation in every ching he 


tranſacted for him. 

In Conſideration of his great Deſerts, and 
of the many ſignal Services he had done him, 
his excellent Patron obtain d for him, from 
Her Majeſty Queen Anne, the Dignity he 
enjoy'd in this Church; and laid in this a 
very great Obligation upon this Body in pro- 


curing for us ſuch a Brother, ſuch a Friend, 


and, I muſt add, ſuch a Benefactor. 
You have ſeen or heard, I will preſume, 


the Accounts that have already been publiſſ d 


of the Charities provided for in his Will ; 
and muſt have taken a particular Notice FA 
that bountiful Legacy he has left for the Re- 


pairing and Adorning this Ancient and No- 
ble Fabrick; | | 


don't intend to form a Panegyrick upon 


this; for that would be averſe to the Tem- 
per of this excellent Man. Nor would I lead 
you to imagine, that he had heaped up great 


E 2 Treaſures | 
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Treaſures for himſelf; for this would be in- 
jurious to his Character. i e 
Imagine rather, that his Aim always was 
to be Rich towards God, that he was moved to 
this Noble Benefaction by the Religious Diſ- 
poſition of his Heart; that he Loved the Ha- 
bitation of the Lord, the Place where. his Ho- 
nour develleth, the Place where God is daily 
wor ſhipped: in Spirit and in Truth. 

It cannot be faid that he was excited to this 
excellent Benefaction by any great Examples 
in this kind from thoſe who have had either 
a much greater or the very ſame Relation to 
this Church: Some of whom were free, as 
this good Man was, from thoſe tender En- 
gagements to Wives and Childreti; their 


% 


Wealth perpetually encreaſing, but never flow- 


ing this way. | 

I mult place it, I think, on the dark Side 
of his Fortune, that there did not always ſub- 
fiſt that peculiar Felicity of a perfect and un- 
interrupted. Intimacy between two ſuch ex- 
cellent Perſons as was, for a very great Num- 
ber of Years, ſo very remarkably conſpicuous 
in the late Earl of Thanet,and Dr. Grandorge. 


But this perhaps muſt be imputed to that 


Viciſſitude, which, in the Things of this 
„ World, 


(37) 
World, a long Tract of Time does general- 
ly produce, one knows not how. 1 

It is certain that this Diſunion (if I may 
ſo ſpeak) had never the Appearance of any 
Breach, of any unkind and angry Difference 
between theſe excellent Ren. 

No Reproach, not the leaſt unhandſome 
[mputation was caſt upon our deceas d Bro- 
ther. A mutual Friendſhip and Reſpect ſtill 
ubſiſted between them; but not exactly up- 
on the ſame Foot. And if their Communi- 
ations were leſs frequent than they had been 
before, it was becauſe they were now of a 
omewhat different Nature; different, I mean, 
5 to the ſubject Matter of them, bur ſtill up- 
n the ſame good and ſolid Foundation of 


Friendſhip; a Friendſhip proceeding, on one 


de, from that Affection and Eſteem for his 
minently worthy Friend and Chaplain, which 
long Experience of his Goodneſs and Inte- 
ity had rooted in the Heart᷑ of this Noble 
ord : And eſtabliſh'd, on the other ſide, by 
at moſt ingenious and large Senſe of Gra- 
ade which was remarkable in Dr. GRA N- 


o RGE; by that moſt ſincere Reſpect, that 


ict and honourable Attachment which he 


re towards his excellent Patron, and to- 
wards 


(39 ) 
wards every Branch of that Honourable Fa. 
mily. e 5% 9710 3915037 I ous 
O! with what Pains (and with what Plea J Tn. 
{are roo I mi hr juſtly lay) did out | deceas' ect 
Brother apply hiraſelf to be ſerviceable to thaſ dear 
Noble Loxp in the moſt important Concert Piet 
of the Education of his Children: How did Hou 
he Study to acquaint himſelf with their parſſed u 
ticular Genius and Inclinations ? To diſſes he | 
the true Force and Temper of, their Paſſion L B. 
and ſo to balance and adjuſt their MotioniÞo- zh 
that he might act upon the Soul with, greate} Te 
Certainty and Effect in the ſeveral Parts an Chara 
Stages of Moral, and Polite, and Religiouſlary 
Improvement? eee ene 

By theſe means, this Noble Race, fo celffſteen 
brated for their external Beauty, has beehire in 
wrought up to a yet higher Perfection, anþ trar 
has gain d a ſtill greater Admiration by tifur, x 
more valuable Beauties of the Mind.  hſpea 

And the Noble Blood of the TUrToN{emb 
blended now in the Veins of ſo many Greafel a $ 
and Ancient, and Noble Families; will, bt Re 
hope, derive to many Generations the ſaſcould 
Sentiments of Honour, and Vertue, and Re 
gion, the ſame Habits of Prudence, and C 
rity, and Beneficence, which are {o conſpic 


Fa- N 
Icus in the Daughters of the late Earl of 
lea THAN ET. That Ages yet to come may re- 
das d flect this Honour upon the Memory of our 
thadear Brother; that, through his Care and 
ceriſ piety ſo judiciouſly employ d in this Noble 
did Houſe, the good Providence of God has rai- 
arfſed up ſome of the beſt Examples, ſome of 
ſcerſſthe brighteſt Ornaments of our Country. 
ions}— But I muſt refrain even from good Words; 
ionffor they are Pain and Grief to me. © 
reate} To ſee an Audience fo attentive to the 
ts an Tharacter of a Good, a Pious, and Exemi+ 
igiouplary Man; to behold, in {ſo many Faces, 
dhe Tokens of Grief, and Affection, and 
celqſteem; there is (I will own to you) a Plea- 
; beefire in this: Enough to tempt a Preacher 
1, anÞ tranſgreſs the due Bounds of Time. 
by tut, my Brethren, your Concern, for the 


Inſpeakable Loſs we have in this Beloved . . 


ron ſember of our Church, adds to mine, 1 
; Greafel a Sorrow riſing in my Heart from this 
will, ſt Remembrance of his Vertues:— And 
he lan could ſag more, if I had loved him leſs. 
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Following ort Account 77 Dr. GRAN DORF | 
Pious and Charitable Legacies and Benefaction 


| 1  woithout menti oning ſuch of them as ive N 


and may be kept ſo. e * E 


To the Society for Propa 


_ Goſpel in Foreign Parts. 

To the College of Bermudas, if "op , 42 
Deſign ſucceeds. 00 0 1 

To Cbriſis Church, Canterbury, ſor / 
Repairs and Ornaments of the Ca-5 500 0 4 
thedral. 3 

To the Poor of Canterbury, to be dikri- 7 * W 
buted by the Dean and Chapter. 80 E 


To the Corporation of the Sons of the 
Clergy, fr the Benefit of Daughters. F Ml 
To Magdalen College, in Oxford. 500 On 
To which College he gave allo, mes be 
Years fince. 
To the Poor of Earby, in Yorkſhire. „ 1 
To the Poor of Upton-Gray, in Hantſbire. 20 9 
To Hartfeld, in Suſſex, to put out App 
prentices with the Intereſt of the 200 9 
Money. =. 
To the Church of Hartfield, he gave in 171% 
fine Sett of Communion-Plate, and Built a v 
handſome Gallery in the Church, an alſo cl 
the Church. | 
TH the Chutch of Afbarſ, , in Siffex, he gave 
Silver F lagon, and One Silver Chalice, wan 
Ooyer fo; 2 Communion * 1 
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